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PFTQOLET'P? PRODUCT Dl?PItlITION AF:D APPLICATICt! OF OIL S P I L L  FEES 

Your !nay 3, 1991 ~e~araneurn to Gary Jugum bas been 
referred to me for response. You have requested an opinior 
concerni~g whether chemicals produced a t  a pctrochenical plant, 
alcohol, and motor and lube oils npy he cansi8eree "petroleun 
pro8uctem for purposes of e?ninistcrinq the oil spill fee4 
proqrar. 

Gover~nent Co?e Section S f i 7 0 . 3 ( n )  8efines wpetroleur 
prndrtct" to 

... 
mean 

any linui2 kydr~carbon at atnosyteric 
te~perature a ~ d  pressure that is the ptoeuct 

t of the fractio~ation, $istillation, or other 
refininq or processing of cruee 031 and is 
used as,  u s e a b l e  a F ,  or nay be refi~e? a s ,  E 
fuel or fuel hlenc'stock, includinn, bit not 
limited to, gasoline, eiesel fuel, aviation 
fuel, bunker fuel, avd fuels contafnina a 
blend of alcohol and ~etrolecm. 

In your ~emorandua, you in?icate t h a t  R petrocberic~l 
plant user: various feecqstocks to Fropuce lin~iic' chericals. Ke 
anree with your opinior! that the cbemicelc produce? at a 
p~troehcricnl plant are not petroleum products witbin the aeaninc 
of Section 8670.3(~), since they are not a direct product of tke ' 

fractionation, di:tillation, or other refinirq or precessing cf 
cru3e oil. 

Alcohol, which is also n prcduct of e petroleup cherical 
p l a r t ,  nay be used as o fuel or ble~PeP with qasoline to produce 
qasohol. tie snree vith your opinion that alcohol is not a 
c~troleup product, but tbat tbe h l e n d e d  fuel (aasoline and 
alcobol) is n retroleus proi!uct, 
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In your acnorenf iu~ ,  you also stat; .that diqiube. --  , --..- 
uees l u h e  d i a t f  llaten and h a ~ e  oils t o .  co.paun< and blend notor ?

!&-
ail and lube oil. oil .. iThe  l u b e  plant u a ~ s  various pracesces ,>. 

( ~ t i c h  n r  solvent extraction, acid treating, deaephaltina, and 
, 

,. 
hvJrofinina) to pvrify the feeZntock and blenEs varfous adeitivco

f f v i a l - e d  proc'uct or' . )?eat-tolerant  ' . '  to qive the detergent .' I ,. - d .  

pra~artiee, , r 

I .  
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motor 

,dr . 
A ~ p r c x i r ~ t r l v  209 of t b r  rcntertk'of ofi--a~8 l t lbs  .n i l  is aEdi tives. We therefore concluPe that, since -ca-tor oil :. . 

a n 3  lube oil a t e  nct a Airect. prn2uct of the'fractionetian, ' - .  b ,. 
dtstillatf~n, or other r r f i n i n o  or prncessing of crude o i l ,   the!^ 
E r P  not ~ e t r o l e u ~  pro?ucts w i t h i p  the ceaninc of Section 
nC70,3(n). " .  

1 .  

Fince rotor 011 and lube oil are not ruh-ject to t b c  cil 
$p!11 Gee, i t  i e  unnecessary t o  answer your uuestiovs conccrnina '

t F 0  r a r n e r  in t i F i c t .  the oils d r e  ~hip~crc?, 

Please l e t  r e  know i f  you have any f u r t h e r  ~ueetions, 
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